The Hebrew Vowels

Class Sign “tTerrZ?iS(;n Name iﬁgﬂgﬂ' Example
Short ol a patach that igjal
a Long 3 a gamets father T
Short : e shegol let ‘7&
al e tsere DN
: Long they
| "2 é tsere yod "N
Short ol i hireq pin gy
Long "2 ] hireqyod | machine "N
Short 3 O  gamets-hatuph  top 120
Long : 0 holem ,
, - note ‘71‘7
0 Long = 0 holem vav
Short 2 u gibbuts bull D‘?D
Long il ( shureq flute gkl
Regular : © shewa because ‘7DP
e | aclass 3 4 | hateph-patach | about 7?31_':[
VOWels | ¢ elass 2 © | hateph-shegol | because 7?3&
o class o 0 hateph-games | about ’5!:[

Additionally, the alphabetic signs 3 * and 77 frequently function as markers of long
vowels. When the signs are used this way, they are not consonants. They are called

matres lectionis, “mothers of reading.” (Seow, 7; Mitchel, xxii)




